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WRITTEN IN A 


COUNTRY CHURCH-YARD. 


THE Curfew tolls the knell of parting day ; 
The lowing herd wind ſlowly o'er the lea; 


The ploughman homeward plods his weary way, 


And leaves the world to darkneſs and to me. 


| 2. 1 | 
Now fades the glimm'ring landſcape on the fight ; 
And all the air a ſolemn ſtillneſs holds; 
Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight, 
And drowſy tinklings hull the diſtant folds ; 


3. 
Ga that, from yonder ivy-mantled tow'r, 
The moping owl does to the moon complain 
Of ſuch as, wand'r ring near her ſecret bow'r, 


Moleſt her ancient ſolitary reign. 
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GRAY*s ELEGY. 
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Beneath thoſe rugged elms, that yew-tree's ſhade, 


Where heaves the turf in many a mould'ring heap, 
Each in his narrow cell for ever laid, | 
The rude fore-fathers of the hamlet ſleep. 


| |. FE 
The breezy call of incenſe-breathing Morn, | 

The ſwallow twitt'ring from the ſtraw-built ſhed, 
The cock's ſhrill clarion, or the echoing hom, 

No more ſhall rouſe them from their lowly bed. 


3 
For them no more the blazing hearth ſhall burn, 
Or buſy houſewife ply her ev'ning care; 
No children run to liſp their fire's return, 
Or climb his knees, the envy'd kiſs to ſhare. 


| | 133 
Oft did the harveſt to their fickle yield ; 
Their furrow oft the ſtubborn glebe has broke : 
How jocund did they drive their team a- field | 
How bow'd the woods beneath their ſturdy ſtroke | 


8. 
Let not Ambition mock their uſeful toil, 
Their homely joys, and deſtiny obſcure ; 
Nor Grandeur hear, with a diſdainful ſmile, 
The ſhort and ſimple annals of the poor. 
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GRAY's ELEGY. 


The boaſt of heraldry, the pomp of pow'r; 
And all that beauty, all that wealth, eder gave; 
Await alike th' inevitable hour: 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 


1 

Nor you, ye proud, impute to theſe the fault, 
If Mem'ry o'er their tomb no trophies raiſe, 

Where, through the long-drawn aiſle and fretted yault, 
The pealing anthem ſwells the note of praiſe. 


| 11. 
Can ſtory'd urn, or animated buſt, 

Back to it's manſion call the fleeting W 
Can Honor's voice provoke the ſilent duſt, 

Or Flatt'ry ſoothe the dull cold ear of Death? 


12. 
Perhaps, in this neglected ſpot, is laid 
Some heart once pregnant with celeſtial fire; 
Hands that the rod of empire might have ſway d, 
Or wak'd to ecſtaſy the living lyre. 


13. 


But Knowled ge to their eyes her ample page, 


Rich with the ſpoils of Time, did ne'er unroll ; 
Chill Penury repreſs'd their noble rage, 
And froze the genial current of the ſoul. 


- 


TPAIOY EAETEIA. 


95 
Euywiwv ed xs Wpoyevuy, xa xpog dvd, 
Kanto jd avyn, aperps Ts xapiopara WAETE, 
E Ficus wpav Wore pipvsrw apeuxou* 
Kaeius dr Arpa Yavery rig o de. 

5 n 

Mas def, UTipoyxo:, Ae GictCannere rug, 
Ei pvypey xs Tpomar un cuipy Hud i ruhen, 
Od Kapapm Ts xonapleiro Koa emits ie, 
MoATar; avlmruroy 1xX80w Yeiov tg ]. 

1%. 
I'copmectt (fopob, # QUoews ff f xopulce, 
H” p eig (op &Tpov xarayev Pevy9s]ﬀ qi ai; 
H* Tijun; wv xovv N vwOpov emimveiv ; 
H“ wore Junta Yeryti (xp ,’. popes 3 


* 
Tod" & ang? ing Xwpm avaxrivera ro, 
O pAoyt Fer meoig A epurerAyo ever i 
TIzuorJai re xepts (xnmlpe duverai e xparyo a, 
BupCrov i Conran dp is dg ai. 


uy. 
O'upurow ar" ape Tale r⁰ WAATY BTOT avwye 
rv.“ erignpn, Xpovicng Weprrnnleic xaprong* 
T&Tw Wo eig upto; tipyey Dy ayavor, 
Zwoyovor 7 avis Woxng pmev gv biyvu. 

f 5 


— 


pu = * m * — oy = 
— — —_ —_— Q «ALY e 2 > — » — _—_— — — — „ - Loa aL 1 n 
_— * = —— —— — K — — ʃ —ꝛ— — — — — > — 
— — * — — — — - a a — — — — — — — 4 — 
— — — — _ . — — . ˙ ü n ¾—?2F ο W NES — — 2 
= w * — —— * - — — — - —— 1 v 9 ere es — — — — = 
— . _ 
8 Y 
mu 
: m 
a = 
- = 2 : 
4 . 
= 
N - - * 
s 
: = - = 
= * 2 - 
: : 
l ” * 
—- * 4 nn 
. y os... ; 
G * » 4 1 
” 4 * 4 
: 1 2 
. 
. 
= - f 
* - 
” — 
= 
" wg 
- * 
= = 
- * * 
* » 
« - 
. = 
* 
* £ 
* 
9 
* 
* 
. on 
_ 
\ 
* 
o 


2 2 x ma Co 


— — 


N 
hd & 4 af — — * 
7 7 
E 4 X 
gs © . * 
N 5 
2 9 
2 
is. 
_ IP - 
l : 
** 1 
7 
, ®. (4 
CE 
þ - 


GRAY* ELEGY. 


14. 


Full many a gem, of pureſt ray ſerene, 


The dark unfathom' d caves of Ocean bear: 
Full many a flow'r is born to bluſh unſeen, 
And waſte it's ſweetneſs on the deſert air. 


15. 
Some village HAM pEN, that, with dauntleſs breaſt, 
The little tyrant of his fields withſtood; 
Some mute inglorious M1LToON, here may reſt ; 

Some CRoMWELL, guiltleſs of his country's blood. 


5 
Th' applauſe of liſt'ning ſenates to command, 
The threats of pain and ruin to deſpiſe, 
To ſcatter plenty o'er a ſmiling land, 
And read their hiſt'ry in a nation's eyes, 


| 7 17. 
Their lot forbade ; nor circumſcrib'd alone 

Their growing virtues, but their crimes confin'd ; 
Forbade to wade through ſlaughter to a throne, 

And ſhut the gates of mercy on mankind ; 


18. 
The ſtruggling pangs of conſcious Truth to hide, 
To quench the bluſhes of ingenuous Shame, 
Or heap the ſhrine of Luxury and Pride 
With incenſe kindled at the Muſe's flame. 
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XY „ 
Far from the madding erowd's ignoble ſtrife, 
Their ſober wiſhes never leam'd to ſtray : 
Along the cool ſequeſter d vale of life, 
They kept the noiſeleſs tenor of their way. 
Yet ev'n theſe bones from inſult to protect, 
Some frail memorial ſtill erected nigh, 
With uncouth rhymes and ſhapeleſs _—_— deck'd, 
Implores the paſling tribute of a ſigh. 


* 21. 
Their name, their years, ſpelt by th? unletter'd 8 
The place of fame and elegy ſupply ; | 
And many a holy text around ſhe MA | 
That teach the ruſtic moraliſt to die. 


| 22. 
For who, to dumb Forgetfulneſs a prey, 
This pleaſing anxious being e er reſign'd, 


Left the warm precincts of the cheerful day, 


Nor caſt one longing ling ring look behind? 


23. 


| On ſome fond breaſt the parting ſoul relies; 


Some pious drops the clofing eye requires: 


Ev'n from the tomb the voice of Nature cries ; 


Ev'n in our aſhes live their wonted fires, 
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GRAY* ELE GY. 


* 


Pie dhee,- who; i e of A ende M dind; 


Doſt in theſe lines their artleſs tale relate; 


If chance, by lonely Contemplation led, 


Some kindred ſpirit ſhall inquire thy fate; 


25. 


Haply ſome hoary-headed ſwain may ſay: 


cc 


Oft have we ſeen him, at the peep of dawn, 
Bruſhing with haſty ſteps the dews away, 


To meet the ſun upon the upland lawn. 


26. 


There, at the foot of yonder nodding beech, ® 


That wreathes it's old fantaſtic roots fo high, 
His liſtleſs length at nvon-tide would he ſtretch, 
And pore upon the brook that babbles by. 


27. | 

Hard by yon wood, now ſmiling, as in ſcorn, 

«« Mutt'ring his wayward fancies, he would rove ; 

Now drooping, woeful wan, like one forlorn, 

Or craz'd with care, or croſs'd in hopelefs love. 
| 28. 

One morn, I miſs'd him on the cuſtom'd hill, 

Along the heath, and near his fav'rite tree: 

Another came nor yet beſide the rill, 

Nor up the lawn, nor at the wood, was he. 
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„% BRAY” Ener. 


29. . 
+ The next, with dirges due, in fad array, 
Slow through the church-way path we ſaw him borne. 
„Approach and read (for thou canſt read) the lay, 
Grav'd on the ſtone, beneath yon aged thorn *. 


Y 
* — 


e 17 ww _—_ 


* In the earlier editions of the elegy, the following ſtanza was 
inſerted in this place; but it was afterwards omitted by 
the author, as productive of too long a disjunction of the 

epitaph from the reference. It merits preſervation, how- 
ever, from the beauty both of the diction and of the ſen- 
timents, though the latter are not altogether new. 


There ſcatter'd oft, the earlieſt of the year, | 
** By hands unſeen, are ſhow'rs of violets found: 
The red-breaſt loves to build and warble there ; 
« And little foot-ſteps lightly print the ground.” 
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A youth, to Fortune and to Fame unknown : 
Fair Science frown'd not on his humble birth; 


. Melancholy mark'd him for her own. 


; 31. 
Large was his bounty, and his ſoul fincere ; 


HxAv'x did a recompence as largely ſend : 
le gave to Mis'ry all he had, a tear; 


| 32. | 
No further ſeek his merits to diſcloſe, 7 


Or draw his frailties from their dread abode, 
(T here they alike in trembling hope repoſe) 
The boſom of his FATHER and his GoDp. 


FINIS. 


He gain'd from HRAv'N ('twas all he wiſh'd) a friend. 
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The under-mentioned Works have been publiſhed by the Author 
of this Tranſlation. | 


— 


ELEMENTS or Ir GRAMMAR. 


OF THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE; 


Written in a familiar Style; accompanied with NOTES critical 


and etymological ; and preceded by an INTRODUCTION, 
illuſtrative of the fundamental Principles of 


UNIVERSAL GRAMMAR. 


„% This Work is printed in octavo, and is fold for 55. ſewwed. 
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Tur HISTORY or ENGLAND, 


From the EARLIEST Dawn of REcorD to the Peace 


of M.DCC.LXXXIIL. 


„%% This Work will be compriſed in ten Volumes, oftavo, price 
65. Gd. each in Boards. Six Volumes, which bring down the Hiſ- 
tory to the REVOLUTION, are already publiſhed ; and the remain- 


ing four will be ſent into the World with all convenient Expedi- 
tion. . | 
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